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7 f alms: iince I could not but forefee, that fuel 
an Undertaking mu ft needs feem a ftrance Pr 



fumption, and confequently be liable to the unmerciful C 
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Although 



before I had any Thoughts of publiftiing thefe 

Effays, they had been perufed and approved by the moft Judicious, 
yet I fliould never have had the Boldnefs to bring them to Light, 
had not fome Worthy Friends perfuaded me, that fuch a Work 
would recommend it felf by the Excellency of the Words, as well 
as their Adaption to Mufjck, which, I hope, hath 
new in its Kind. 



fomething 



I forbear faying any thing more for my felf, left I fliould tire 
the Reader with too prolix an Apology, who fe Patience I muft beg 
to perufe the following Abftrad: of one of the Spectators, written 
by Mr. Addifon, Vol VI. N° # 40$. which, I humbly prefume, will 
not be unacceptable, 

I could heartily wifh there was the fame Application and Endeavours 
cultivate and improve our Church- Mujick, as have been lately bejiow- 



d on that of the Stage. Our Compofc 



ery great h 



ment to it : They are Jure to meet with Excellent Words, and at the 



fame time a wonderful Variety of tl 



There is no 'Paffion that 



finely exprejjed in thofe parts of the infyifd Writing, which 



proper for Divine Songs and Antl 
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There 
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There is a certain CoJdnefs and Indifference in the Phrafes of out 
European Languages, "when they are compared with the Oriental Forms 
of Speech : and it happens very luckily, that the Hebrew Idioms run 
into the Englifli Tongue with a particular Grace and Beauty. Our 
Language has received innumerahle Elegancies and Improvements, from 
that Infujion of Hebraifms, which are derived to it out of the Po- 
etical Paffages in Holy IVrit. They give a Force and Energy to our 
ExpreJJions, warm and animate our Language 7 and convey our Thoughts 
in more ardent and intenfe Phrafes, than any that are to be met with 
in our own Tongue. There is fomething fo pathetick in this kind of 
Die I ion, that it often fets the Mind in a Flame, and makes our Hearts 
burn within us. How cold and dead does a Prayer appear, that is com- 
pofed in the moji Elegant and Polite Forms of Speech, which are natu- 
ral to our Tongue, when it is not heightened by that Solemnity ofPhrafe, 
"which may be drawn from the Sacred Writings ? It has been faid by 
jbme of the Ancients, that if the Gods were to talk with Men, they 
would certainly f peak in Plato V Style • but I think we may fay, with 
Jujiice, that when Mortals converfe with their Creator, they cannot do 
it in fo proper a Style, as in that of the Holy Scriptures. 

If any one would judge of the Beauties of Poetry, that are to be 
met with in the Divine Huntings, and examine how kindly the Hebrew 

Manners of Speech mix and incorporate with the Englifh Language, 
after having perufed the Book of Pfalms, let him read a literal 
Tranjlation of Horace and Pindar. He will find in thefe two 
lafi fuch an Ahjurdity, and Confujion of Style, with fuch a compa- 
rative Poverty of Imagination, as will make him very fenjible of 
what I have been here advancing. 



Since we have therefore fuch a Treafury of JVords, fo beautiful in 
themfelves, and fo proper for the Airs of Mufick, I cannot but wonder 
that Perfons of Dijlinffion Jhould give fo little Attention and Encourage- 
ment to that kind of Mufick, which would have its Foundation in Re a- 
Jon, and which would improve our p^irtue in proportion as it raifes our 
Delight. The Paffions that are excited by ordinary Compofitions, ge- 
nerally flow from fuch filly and abfurdOccafions, that a Man is afham\l 
to re/lefl upon them feriou/ly: But the Fear, the Love, the Sorrow, the 
Indignation that are awaken d in the Mind by Hymns and Anthems, make 

the Heart better, and proceed from fuch Caufes as are altogether rea- 
f unable and praife -worthy. Pleafure and Duty go hand in hand ; and 
the greater our Satisfaction is, the greater is our Religion. 

JMufick, 



\ 
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Mujick, nsohen thus applied, raifes noble Hints in the Mind of the 
Hearer^ and fills it "with great Conceptions. It Jirengthens "Devotion, 
and advances *Praife into Rapture. It lengthens out every Act of Wor- 
Jhip 7 and produces more lafling and permanent Impreffions in the Mind, 
than thofe "which accompany any tranfient Forms of Words, that are 
tittered in the ordinary Method of Religious Worjhip. 



From thefe judicious Reflections, the Reader will eafily difcern, 
we have hitherto been wanting in one of the mo ft ufeful Branches 
of Divine Harmony : Not but many excellent Anthems have been 
compofed by the celebrated Mafters in this Kingdom ; yet as they 
are defigned for the Church, and confecrated to Publick Worfhip, 
fo confequently cannot be performed but by many Voices and Hands, 
and are therefore the lefs fit for private Ufe and Devotion, which 
is the chief End I had in view in this Undertaking. It muft be 
remarked too, that they confift commonly of few and fblemn 
Words in Profe, to give an Opportunity to the Compofer to dis- 
play his Skill in contriving Fugues, as well as Modulation and Har- 
mony; but it will appear to any one that cafts his Eye upon this 
Collection of Hymns andPfalms, that they are peculiarly fuited to 
the prefent State of the Chriftian Church upon moftOccaiions; their 
Performance rendered agreeable to private Entertainment and fpi- 
ritual Recreation ; and the Songs fo contrived as not to tire the 
Voice, tho' an entire Pfalm and Hymn are fung together; for which 
purpofe I have obferved a Medium between the flow Church-Tunes, 
and the airy Stage-Songs, and contrived after every Verfe fome 
Reft for the Singer by the doling Bafes ; having* befides intro- 
duced great Variety of Movements, according to the Subje6t- 
Matter of each Pfalm or Hymn. 

And here I cannot help making fome additional Remarks to what 
Mr. ylddifon in the above-quoted Spectator fo juftly fets forth in 
Praife of the EngliJIo Language, fincel don't know any of the mo- 
lern that can come up to it, when properly ufed inPfalmody, with 
RefpecSl to its Strength andConcifenefs, which is the peculiar Idiom 
of Holy Writ, efpecially in the OldTeftament. Fiat Lux, ^ffatta 
ejl : Sum qui Sum, and a thoufand other PafTages to be found in the 
Sacred Poetical Books, as well as the Prophets, are fo many Inftan- 
ces, not to be parallelled in any prophane Author. 

"Perhaps our Tongue, fays Dr. Felton in his learned Diilertation of 

reading the Claflicks, is notfo Mufical to the Ear, norfo abundant in 



c 



Words ; but its Strength is real, and its Words there f 



prejt 



iv The P R E F A C £. 

pre/Jive. The peculiar Character of our Language is, that it is clofe, 
compaft and full ; that our Writings come near eft to "what Tully Means 
by his PrefTa Oratio. They are aU freight and Subfiance, good Me a- 
fure prejfed together ', running over in a Redundancy of Senfe 7 and 
not of fiords. And therefore the Purity of our Language con/ijis in 
preferring this Char after, in "writing with Englifh Strength and Spirit. 
Let us not envy others, that they are more foft, diffufed and rarefied-, be 
it our Commendation to "write as <we pay, in true Sterling, &c. 

From this juft Character Dr. Felton gives of the Englifh Tongue, 
it is natural to conclude, that feeing no other Language can rival 
the Englifh in its Strength, Comprehenfion and Shortnefs, whether 
in publick or private Forms of Speech, all thefe Advantages muft 
mine far brighter in Divine Oratory, and efpecially in Sacred Poe- 
etry, when judicioufly inforced by Harmony, becaufe the Words 
and Sentiments going clofe with the Notes, and keeping Time 
together, fuch combined Harmony cannot but ftrike power- 
fully the Ear, improve the Mind, enflame the Heart, and delight- 
fully captivate the Hearer. 

But, I am afraid, the EfFecTis Divine Mufick mould have upon the 
Mind and Heart, are interrupted, if not quite loft, when the Com- 
pofer, for the fake of his Airs, fo ingrofles the Ear with pleafing 
Sounds, as to take off the Mind from attending the Beauty and Con- 
text of the Words, thereby deftroying one of the nobleft Advanta- 
ges of Divine Harmony. This muft needs happen by dwelling too 
long upon the fame Expreflion ; by running long Divifions upon 
one Syllable or Word ; and dallying thus with the Senfe of the 
Author, to improve the Sounds of Mufick. 




It is a common Obfervation, that a Man muft exert all bis I 
culties to fay a Prayer fervently without being interrupted 
wandering Thought ; but how much more difficult muft fuch 
Attention prove, when Prayers and Praifes proceed from a Soul 
raptured with Harmony? This undoubtedly prompted St. Auguj- 
tin to fay, that he was often afraid to commit a Sin, in taking too 
much Delight in imgingPfalms and Hymns ; the prevailing Sweet- 
nefs of Mufick diverting his Mind from theSubjedl of his Devotion. 

Thefe Inconveniences are moft confpicuous in Divine Mufick, 
compofed in Languages derived from the Latin, and particularly 
in the Italian and Spanifh, which abounding in Polyfyllables and 
extenfive Words, trouble the Ear with Multiplicity of Sounds, be- 
fore any Idea of their Meaning can be impreffed on the Mind. But 

the 
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the Englijh Language, beiides the moll fignificant Words borrow- 
ed from the Latin, Greek, &*c. and often fhortened, hath a vai>. 
Stock of its own, and, being for the mod part MonoJyU 
Tables, no Speech is capable of exprefling Thought in Sounds fo 
few as the Englijh does : This is eafily obferved by the Tranila- 
tions of the Englijh into Foreign Languages. 

The Strength and Concifenefs that Monofyllables (efpecially in 
Verbs) produce, are of wonderful Ufe in Lyrick Poetry, be- 
caufe they enter into any Foot or Meafure of Verfes, by different 
Tranfpofitions \ fo that I dare venture to aflert, there is no Italian 
or Foreign Song, which Englijh Words will not fuit, the Variety 
of Feet and Metres producing equal Variety of Mood and Move- 
ments in Composition. The Want of this is what makes the 
French Vocal Mufick fo confined and uniform ; for I cannot recol- 
lect above two of their Verbs in ufe, in the Infinitive Mood, that 
are Monofyllables, and not one exa6t DacSlyle in all their Polyfyl- 
lables. It muffc be obferved alfo, that it is a Maxim with them, 
and a very good one, to keep ftridtly to the Senfe of the natu- 
ral Expreflion of theAVords, which cannot be tranfpofed and play- 
ed with, as in the Italian Language. And tho' the latter falls fliort 
of the French in Monofyllables, the Texture and Compolition of 
the Italian is fo advantageous to Mufick, and agreeable to the Ear, 
that no wonder they are fb taking, tho' chiefly with thofe indeed, 
who find it impoflible, at the fame Inftant, equally to divide their 
Attention between Senfe Intellectual and Harmonica!. 



All other Tongues and Languages, the Hebrew perhaps except- 
ed, have undergone a great many Changes before they were po- 
lifli'd and brought to a Standard. But the Italian in its very In- 
fancy was carried to fuch Perfe6Hon, that thofe who have at- 
tempted ever fince to improve and refine it, have been exploded 
and fent back to Petrarcha and his Contemporaries, to learn how 
to write good Italian. 



Amonaft the Accounts to be jriven for fuch a fudden Growth 



& «. U.V.XVWUlltO LW ^W & 



of this Mnfical Language, one may venture the following: When 
polite Literature, Arts and Sciences were firfl: reftored in Italy, 
the moll eminent Men in Learning finding their ancient Mother- 
Tongue the Latin, fo much difgraced and corrupted by the fuccef- 
five Inundations of Ofiro-Goths, Hunns, and Longo bards, bethought 
themfelves of fixing the Language of their Country upon its Ori- 
ginal Foundation by difcarding moft of the Exotick Words, and in 
new-modelling the Latin agreeable to the Nature of the Dialect 

B which 
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which had moft prevailed among the Natives. This being foon 
incouraged, and afterwards performed by Societies and Aca- 
demies erected for that Purpofe, it was no difficult Matter to 
introduce that Mulical Offspring of the Latin Tongue within a 
fmall Compafs of Time, the rather becaufe the Language proved 
eafy, pleating, and withal copious, being formed out of the 
moft elegant of the Learned Tongues, enriched alfo with ftore 
of Gallick Terms and Phrafes. 



But whether it was with an Eye to Mufick, which was immedi- 
ately revived in Italy with other Arts and Sciences, or in order to 
conform to the habitual Pronunciation and Dialect then in ufe ; I 
fay, however it was, 'tis plain they foftned and weakned fo much 
the Latin Terms by retrenching the Confonants, the very Si- 
news and Nerves of Words, whofe ftrong and harmonious Mix- 
ture with Vowels (which the Hebrews will not allow to be Let- 
ters) makes the Latin Tongue found fo Majeftically, that their Lan- 
guage proved indeed fbft and harmonious, yet at the fame time 
too delicate to diftinguifh it felf upon other Subjects, but on thofe 
of tender and moving Paflions, for which Reafon it hath ever been 
called Lingua dAmore, Love's Language. I fpeak here with refpecl: 
to the Texture of their Words, whofe Redundancy of Vowels 
intermixed with the fofteft of Confonants, muft needs produce 
Words agreeably fonorons. But whether that very Language, when 
adapted to grave Subjects, makes a proportioned Impreflion either 
upon the Mind or the Ear, I refer it to the impartial Judgment of 
thofe who are able to compare the boafted Poem of their Epick 
Author Tajfo with that of Milton. However, I take it for granted, 
that it is one of the greateft Beauties of Language, when the very 
Sound of its Words expreffes in a great Meafure their Signification. 
To illuftrate this by an Example: The moft awful Sound in Nature 
is called by the Latins TONITRU, in Englifh THUNDER, 
Sounds which exprefs in a manner the very Thing : But the Itali- 
ans have thought fit to forten the Latin Word, by ftripping it of 
its Confonants, and calling it T JJONO. 



Thus they have dealt with many of the grave-ton'd Latin Words ; 
but not contented to rarefy thus entire Syllables, and often fubfti- 
tute fofter Letters, they have caftrated moft of the JLrtfr'wTerminations 
which end in Confonants, and produce that noble Variety of final 
Sounds ; and by fo doing have reduced their own Terminations to 
fucha narrow Compafs, that turning only upon five Vowels (few 
of their Particles excepted) they muft continually beware of falling 
into Rhime when they fpeak or write in Profe, or at leaft into end- 
ing 



The P R E F J C E 



V 



O • 



y 



ing many Words together toith the fame Vowel ; This fort of 
Monotony even the moft famous amongft their Authors could not 
always avoid, as it will appear by fome Paftages taken from 
the celebrated Guarinis 'Pajlor Fido. In the fourth A6t ? Scene 
the third, the Reader will find thefe Lines. 

J^er anient e potrajji 

Con gran Rugione haver e 

Ifogn altra Donna FUonneJlk fojpetta., 

Se diJhoneJlcL FHonneflk Ji trovz.. 

In the fame Scene the following Lines are to be read : 

Ma in quel medefmo Tunto 
Che drizzb Vuno il colpo, 
S'arretrbTaltro, ofojfe cajb, ofojfe 
Auvertlmento accorto. 

I could fill whole Pages with fuch final Monotonies of the Italians 
thro' all their Vowels, except the Vowel u ; there being not above 
fix or eight Words ending in that Vowel, which makes the Variety 
of their Terminations ftill more fcanty, and would be almoft in- 
fupportable, were it not for the Eliiions and their often fup- 
prefling the Vowel at the End of their Words. 



Now the better to ihew the vail: Difference in the Latin Termi- 
nations, there needs but this Inftance in the two firft Verfes of 
VirgiVs Poem. 

Arm?L virumque cano, Trojai qui primus ab oris 
It ati am 7 fato profugus, Lavinaque Imem venit. 

Here we fee the five Vowels at once difplayed at the End of the firft 
five Words, and the following Terminations all of a different Kind. 

This noble Mixture and Variety of final Sounds is not lefs con- 
fpicuous in all the learned Tongues. And amongft the modern 
Languages the Englijh is particularly remarkable for the wonderful 
Variety of its Terminations: Tho' for the Mufick and the Voice 
fake it were to be wifhed it abounded more in Words terminating; 



open and harmonious Vow 



On the other hand, as it were to emafculate ftill more the com- 
pacted Strength of the Latin, the Italians have lengthen'd out abun- 
dance of their Words by additional Syllables ; as for Inftance, 
out of the Latin Adverb Humillime i in Englijh Moft Humbly, they 

have fpun a Word of no lefs than feven Syllables, Hu-nii-lif-Ji- 

ma-men-te, 
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ma-men-te, the Sound of which can hardly convey an Idea of 
Humility to the Ears of thofe who are unacquainted with the 

Genius of the Italian Lansruag-e. 



b~~s 



As to the Spamjh Tongue, it will be obvious to any Hearer or 
Performer of their Songs, that the Sound of their Words falls 
abundantly fliort of the Italian as to Harmony, becaufe they 
abound in Dental and Guttural Letters, fo offenfive to aMufi- 
cal Ear ; and that many of them are of a great Extent, and gene- 
rally framed agreeable to the Gravity of their Manners, which 
proceeding from the ftrong Mixture of Confonants with open 
Vowels, makes indeed their Speeches found Grave and Majefti- 
cal, far beyond the Italian. 



If I have ingaged fo far in this Digreflion, it hath been with a 
View to draw a jufter Parallel between the Englijh and Italian Lan- 
guage in Relation to the two chief Branches of Mufick, and to fliew 
that tho' the latter, has conliderable Advantages over the former, 
with refped: to Stage-Mufick and Cantatas, yet the Englijh hath 
greater as to Grave and Divine Mufick, not only on Account of 
the Strength and Significancy of Words, tho' not fo complicated as 
thofe of the Italian, but alfo becaufe the Englijh Standard of Wri- 
ting is clear and fuccindt, natural and ftrong, and withal bright 
and pathetical when upon Grave and Divine Subjects ; their 
Words andExpreflions bearing up to the Dignity of the fublimeft 
Themes, like thofe of Holy Writ. 

This leads me naturally to inquire into the Poetry of the He- 
brezvs, in order to draw from thence fome Conjectures with Rela- 
tion to their Mulick, of which we have not the leaft TracSh To this 
purpofe I have judged it proper to fet down here what the learned 
Linguift Mattheus Martinius fays of Hebrew Poetry, in his Philo- 
logical Dictionary, which is as follows: 



foetid libri injacris litter is dicuntur a quibujdam hi quinque, Jobz, 
c PJcilmi, c Proverbia y Ecclejiaftes, Canticum Cant ic or urn. Poejis autem 
now en hie latins furnitur, non pro Oratione Numeroja, qualis efi Latinis 
&? Gravis, in qui bus, quod vocibus abundent longarum & brevium Jylla- 
bar urn varietate confiantibus, &*quod magna libertate utantur tntranf- 
ponendis vocibw, diver jd Metra locum hahent. At Hebraa lingua pie- 
rafque ormiesjyllabas longas habet, ut ne unum quidem hexametrum ver- 
/km in ea condere pojjisjed t antum jambic a qualitercunque y nee it a liber e 
ordinem verborum tranfponit. Efi tamen in ea lingua quoqueToeJis Sub- 
limit ale fiili &membri$ orationis jucundc temper atis, Jed citra pedum 

menfuras : 
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menjuras: §^taremiror 7 cur Hieronymus, prologoprimoinjobum, me- 
tricum in eo fermonem die at. 



Rythmus quidem in omnibus Unguis locum habere potejl • fed nequt 
ulla pars Scriptures rythmice eft conferipta. Si Poefin laxo Jenfi 
dicamus orationem, qua Jiilo eft pathetico, qualis poeticus, etji noh 
numerofo, plurimum etiam prophetic as condones, & maxime threnos 
Jeremia, ad poetic a Script a revocabimus. 

From thefeObfervations, anyone skilled in Poetry andMuiicl 
may eafily infer, that their Tongue was not at all framed for that 
Variety of Tunes and Movements, which modern Languages ad- 
mit; befides, that their Tongue abounds in Guttural and Dental 
Letters. So that we may venture to fay that their Mufick, in its 
feveral Branches, has not been comparable to ours ; at leaft with 
relation to its Extent and Variety: tho' we cannot point out what 
fort of Modulation and Tunes they ufed in finging their Pfalms 
and Hymns. From the vail Quantity of their long Syllables, and 
the want of fixing their Metres, 'tis to be prefumed their Pfal- 
mody was fometimes Grave and fometimes Lofty, but always So- 
lemn. Or to indulge more my Conjectures, a kind of Recitatho 
(though quite different from the Italian) intermixed with Chorus, 
as any one may read Verfes defigned for that Purpofe in the Pfalms 
LXXX. CV1I. and CXXXVL which Chorus was alfo made ufe 
of by the Greeks in their Tragedies. The Romans called fuch 
Verfes Intercalares of which we have a Specimen in the Eighth 

Eclogue of Virgil. 



I am the more confirmed in my Conjecture, that the Hebrews 
very often imployed the Recitativo Style, efpecially in Singing 
Hiftorical Pfalms, becaufe in folemn Worfhip many were fung to- 
gether. And the fifteen Gradual Pfalms from the CXVIII 1 to the 
CXXXIIF (fo called, becaufe they were to be fung on the fifteen 
Degrees or Steps in Solomons Temple) are with me a ftrong Argu- 
ment their Mood, few of them excepted, was Allegro, and mull 
needs be almoft oppofite to our flow and regular Church-Tunes, 
confidering the Extent of the CXIX th Pfalm. 



By. what I have faid above in Commendation of the Italian Lan- 
guage, as to the Harmony of their Words, I would not be under- 
stood to have reflected upon the Englifh, which neither wants 
Smoothnefs nor Harmony upon proper Subjects ; nay, even in 
Words the moft Grave and Pathetical ; as will fully appear 
throughout the incomparable Hymns and Pfalms translated by 



C 



Mr. 



'n* 
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Mr. Addifon and Sir "John Denhatn, which I have fet to Mufick. 

I need but mention the Name of the firft to endear the Words to 
the Reader. And to convince thofe who perhaps are not fo well 
acquainted with the inimitable Tranflation of the Pfalms done by 
the latter, I muft once more beg leave to fet down the judicious 
Character Dr. Felton gives this Divine Poet. 

I cannot help inferring into the Body of this Book, that Character 
which I think Sir John Denham fo highly defcrveth, for his excel- 
lent Verfion of the 'Pfalms: They are fo admirable in our old Profe 
Tranflation, that I def paired of ever feeing them equalFd in V^erfe ; 
But Sir John, by a noble Simplicity of Style ', by a Qlearnefs and Eafi* 
nefs of Expreffion, by an Exactnefs and Harmony of Numbers, hath 
made themfo delightful to the Ear, and fo pie afing to the Reader, that, 
as a meer poetical Work, it mujt be read with all the Satisfaction 
which "Pieces perfect in their Kind can give us. But this is vaflly 
raifed, when we conjider the Subjeff-Matter various as the fever al 
OccaJionSy and devout Paffions of the Pfalmifts, and obferve the Tranf 
lator varying his Style, and every "where forming himfelf to the Spirit 
of the Original, fometimes in humble Acknowledgments of a repenting 
Sinner, fometimes in the chearful Voice of Praife and Th ankf giving: 
In fome Pfalms delivering Divine Precepts, "with all Plainnefs , 
Simplicity and Majefty of Verfe, in others celebrating the Goodnefs 
and Providence of God throughout the World : In fome recounting 
the great Things God has done for his People in an hiftorical, but a 
great and folemn Narration of the Wonders, the Mercies, and De- 
liverances vouchfafed unto them: In others dif playing the Works of 
the Creation, the Might and Majefty of the Creator, his Wifdom, 
fufbice, and Goodnefs in the fublimeft Strains, above the Reach of all 
mortal Eloquence. The Dignity of the Original is duly regarded in 
all the Parts of his Tranflation, and the Divine Spirit is beji pre- 
ferved in being the leafi mixed with any Human Conceits. In his 
other Pieces this Honourable Bard rofe above moft others, in an Age 
that mojl abounded with good Poets-, hut much more in this Tranflation, 
by which he hath not only raifed his Fame, but Himfelf to Heaven. 

Before I conclude, I cannot help giving fome Hints upon the 
Motives, as well as Difficulties of this Undertaking. When I con- 
sidered on the one hand the nice Tafte the politer Part of this 
Nation has acquired in Mufick, almoft equal to that it has many 
Years been entitled to beyond any Nation in Poetry ; and that 
on the other hand the finefl: Compositions of Mufick have been 
often bellowed upon light, frothy, and wanton Words j I thought 

it 



The PREFACE. 
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it worth endeavouring to render Mufick not lefs delightful on 
Subjects ferious, folid, and Divine. 

As the Pfalms and Hymns I have worked upon contain many 
Verfes, I lay under no fmall Conftraint to fuit the Notes to the 
Words of the firft Verfe, fo that they might as well, or at leaft 
tolerably agree with the Words under the fame Notes in the other 
Verfes. "lis true, the CXVIP Pfalm only having but one Verfe, 
gave me fome Liberty to compofe it after the Italian Manner. 

Perhaps fome will except againffc feveral Strains, as being, in 
their Opinion, too chearful and fprightly ; but I confidered the 
Subjed: Matter of thofe Airs which runs upon Praifes andThankf- 
giving, not inconliftent with chearful Tunes; and that they 
Tct off the better thofe grave and fblemn ones, which I have 
applied to Penitentials, &c. 



To conclude ; the whole Work is defigned for an Entertain- 
ment, and Relaxation of the Mind in private: Not but that thefe 
Pfalms and Hymns may be alfo performed in a kind of Confort 
with feveral Inftruments ; for which Purpofe the Parts of the Ri- 
tornell6*s are engraved both in the Score and by themfelves, for 
the Conveniency of thofe who would have them performed with 

Violins and other Inftruments, Care being likewife taken to tran£ 
pofe them exa6tly for the Flute, to fave thofe the Trouble who 
would play them upon that Inftrument. 

In Abort, I have fpared neither Labour nor Expence to prefent 
this Work in the Drefs it appears in, deiigning the better to re- 
commend it to thofe who feel the Pleafure of Divine Harmony. 
If I fail in my Expectation, I hope my Intention will not be mif- 
conftrued ; at leaft, fo far as it centers in the Glory of God, and 
tends to habituate the Soul to Sacred Mufick, which muft be part 
of its Angelical Employment in a Future State. 





GEORGE R. 

WHEREAS Oar Trufty and Well-beloved Andrew Rone r, Gent, lias humbly re- 
preferred unto Us, that he hath with great Labour and Expcnce prepared for the Preii, 
a Book, entitled, Melopeia Sacra: or, A Colkmon of PSALMS, HYMNS, Sec. By 
Mr. Addifon, Sir John Denham, £tc. fit to Mufick in a new Method: To be printed and pubiiihcd 
in feveral Volumes in Folio ; And has humbly befought Us, to grant him Our Royal Privilege and 
Licenfe, for the fole Printing and Publishing thereof, for the Term of Fourteen Years. We being 
willing to give all due Encouragement to Works of this nature, are gracioufly pleafcd to condciccnd 
to his Requeft ; And we do therefore, by thefe Presents, fo far as may be agreeable to the Statute, in 
that behalf made and provided, grant unto him the faid Andrew Rone r, his Executors, Ad- 
ministrators and Afligns, Our Licenfe for the fole Printing and Publishing the find Work, for the 
Term of Fourteen Years, to be computed from the Date hereof} flriclly forbidding all Our Subjects 
within Our Kingdoms and Dominions, to reprint or abridge the fame, cither in the like, or any 
other Volume, or Volumes whatfoever ; or to import, buy, vend, utter or distribute any Copies 
thereof, reprinted, beyond the Seas, during the aforefaid Term of Fourteen Years, without the Con- 
sent or Approbation of the faid Andrew Roner, his Heirs, Executors and ASIigns, under their 
Hands and Seals, firft had and obtained, as they will anfwer the contrary at their Perils. Whereof 
the Commiflioners and other Officers of Our Cuftoms, the Matter, Warden, and Company of Sta- 
tioners, are to take Notice -, that due Obedience may be rendred to our Pleafure herein declared. 
Given at Our Court at St. James's, the Third Day of March y 1720-i i. In the Seventh Year of 
Our Reign. 
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ATOV Soliloquy 
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TVho to God's /acred Place rcfort 
Though I on God alone rely ■■■ 

Out of the Deep, to Thee I cry 
Blefi is the Man who never treads 
The Lord is waited on with Praifi 
'Tis good our Thanks to God to bring 
O Lord, thy Excellence 'is known 
O Lord my God, my Song's to thee 
That Man is blefi that fears the Lord 
The Spacious Firmament on high 
My Soul, thy Great Creator praifi 
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Note, The introducing Bafcs of the following Songs, arc to be play'ci but once, viz, before the 
firft Vcrfc of every Pfalm, or Hymn. 
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I. 

HEN riling- from the Bed of Death, 
O'erwhelm'd with Guilt and Fear, 

I fee my Maker Face to Face, 
O how lhall I appear ! 

II. 

If yet, while Pardon may be found, 

And Mercy may be fought, 
My Heart with inward Horror ihrinks, . 

And trembles at the Thought. 

III. 

When thou, O Lord, lhall ftand difclos'd, 

In Majefty fevere, 
And lit in Judgment on my Soul, 

O how fhall I appear ! 

IV. 

But thou haft told the troubled Mind, 

Who does her Sins lament, 
The timely Tribute of her Tears 

Shall endlefs Woe prevent. 

V. 

Then fee the Sorrow of my Heart 

E're yet it be too late; 
And hear my Saviour's dying Groans, 

To give thofe Sorrows Weight. 

Thofe Sorrows, 

To give thofe Sorrows Weight. 

VI 

For never lhall my Soul delpair 

Her Pardon to procure, 
Who knows thine only Son has dy'd 

To make her Pardon fure : 

Her Pardon, 

To make her Pardon fure. 



N. B. For the Haipficoid. 

If this Aria is accompanied with two Violins and a Violoncello, then the Harp ficord 
binds the three firll Notes of every Bar, as it is fct down: But if there is no other Inftiu- 
ment that accompanies the Voice, befides the Harpficord, then the Crotchets, which arc 
bound in the Bale, muft be plaid fcparatcly. 
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The XCL P S A L M. 



Tianflated by Sir JOHN DEN HA M. 

I. 

WHO to God's facred Place refort, 
Them the Almighty's Wings o'erfhade 
He is their Refuge and their Fort, 

Their God, on whom their Truftislaid. 
Deliver 'd from the Fowler's Snare, 
Their Lives the noifom Plague mall fparg. 

II 
With his foft Feathers overipread, 

Under a Buckler fafely lie : 
Nor the Night's difmal Terrors dread, 

Nor th' Arrow, which by Day does fly. 
Nor Plagues by Night that walk the Round; 
Nor thofe of Noon-tide them fhall wound. 

III. 
Thoufands fhall fall at thy right Hand, 

While Thou from Dangers flialt be free: 
As a Spectator Thou ihalt ftand, 

And the Reward of Sinners lee. 
Since God thy Refuge is become, 
His Habitation is thy Home. 

IV. 

No ill Event mall Thee invade, 

No noifom Plague thy Houfe infect : 

His Angels God thy Guard has made, 
Who Thee in all thy Ways protect. 

On Thee his Minifters attend, 

Nor fhall a Stone thy Foot offend. 

V. 

Thou on the Baiilisk ihalt tread, 



The Lion and the Di 



S 



From Danger God preferves thy Head, 

For tHou haft lov'd and fear'd his Name 
Safe and in Honour ihalt thou live, 
And my Salvation ill alt receive. 
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Tranflated by Sir J H N DEN HA M. 
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I. 

HO' I on God alone rely, 
He bids my Soul, like Birds, take Wing, 



Who chased unto the Mountains fly. 

My Foes keen Shaft is on the String-, 
His Bow againft me he prepares, 
That he may fhoot me unawares. 
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II. 

If the Foundations are laid wafte, 
Alas ! where fhall the Righteous lie ? 

Tho' God in his High Throne is plac'd, 
The Sons of Men his Eyelids try. 

The righteous Man he trys and proves, 

But hates the Soul which Rapine loves. 

III. 

On them, who Wickednefs purfue, 

Snares Fire and Brimftone are diftilFd ; 
This horrid Portion is their Due, 

And with thefe Dregs their Cup is fill'd 
But Righteoufnefs is his Delight, 
His Face irradiates the upright, 
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J ran/la ted by $ir John. Dejikam 




_ w _ waited on thy C iV6rd+ 

cMore then the ( ~t{/mchmanjbr the cfrm: 

~° ' Ifrael trw/fr m GW tAeir «Q>r<£~ 

om whom Jkick streams of 3tercy run, 
o/Ls Jhall redeem' his Ifrael, 

$rom all his Sins j from <0eath and cf€el/ . 



N\B. The jsreceedijvg R^ornolto^pl-a^cl after this Aria* 
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Tranflated by Sir J HN DEN HAM. 

t 
I 

I. 

LEST is the Man, who never treads 
Thofe Paths, where evil Counfel leads; 

In Sin's deep Ways nor Handing fall, 
Nor on high Seats, with Scorners plac ? d. 
But makes God's Law his whole Delight, 
His Meditation Day and Night. 

II. 

As Trees, when fet in even Ranks, 
Where living Streams inrich their Banks; 
Their Branches fwell'd with quickning Juice, 
In feafon joyful Fruits produce ; 
No Blaft s the Bud or Leaf impair : 
So all his Actions profp'rous are. 

III. 



'f * 



Thus fares not the ungodly Man : 
As ChafFfrom Corn the Wind does fan, 
Sinners, when Judgment is at hand, 
Amongft the Righteous lhall not ftand. 
The Juft Man's Ways to God are known, 
The Wicked periih in their own. 
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Tranflated by Sir JOHN DEN HA M 



I. 

THE Lord is waited on with Praife, 
His Vows in Sion Iff el pays, __ ^ 

vVhilft lie to me inclines his Ear. Thou vifiteft the Earth with Showers 

To Thee, OLord, all Fleih draws nigh; God's Streams, with Riches fill'd, adorn 



IV. 

i 

Th' outgoings of the Day and Nighty 

ffive Man delight 



Mad 



The Hills with Herbs, the Vales with Corn t 



BothM 



V. 



Nor fliall my great Iniquity 

Prevail, becaufe thy Mercy's near. 

II. 

Bleft is the Man who to his Courts, 
Invited by the Lord, reforts ; 

Thy beauteous Dwelling he admires. 
Terrors from Thee, and Wonders flow, Then thou doft blefs their plenteous Crop^ 



Thy Drops' the Ridges of the Hills, 
Thy Dew the thirfly Furrows fills: 

Thus foftned they receive the Plough. 



In Thee their Confidence to fhowj 

Wide Sea with the Earth's Ends confpircs 

IIL, 

Incompaft by thy powerful Hand, 

High Mountains on firm Bafes fland. 

The Ocean's Voice by Thee allay'd, 
Thou didft the roaring Storms affwage, 
And the mad People's louder Rage: 



And all thy Paths" with Fatnefs drop, 
And ev'n the Deferts fruitful q;row. 

VI. 

The little Hills with Fruit are glad, 
The Valleys are with Paftures clad, 

The Folds and Lawns with Flocks abound: 
For Pleafure, Food, and Raiment made,; 
All in their native Pride array'd, 
The World thy Tokens have difmay'd. MakeHeav'n with their loudShouts refotind: 

N. B. The XIX th Pfalm of Sir John Denham's Tranflation may be alfo fung to the following Aria. 
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The XCII. PSALM 



Tranflated by Sir J H N D E N H A M. 

I. 

' )> I <IS good, our Thanks to God to bring, 



T 



And Praifes to his Name to fin & 



His Love the Morning ihall recite, 

His Faithfulnefs the fearful Night. 

All Arts which Mufick can invent, 

Harp, Pfaltry, ten-ftring'd Inftrument, 

His folemn Praifes fliall refound; 

Whofe Works with Joy my Head have crown'd. 

II 

How great the Works which God has wrought ! 

And how profound his fecret Thought! 

Fools to this Knowledge can't afcend, 

Nor brutifh Man this comprehend. 

When Sin like Grafs grows ftrong and high, 

3 Tis certain then the Harveft's nigh. 

God ever fits on high, and all 

His wicked Foes difperfl: ihall Fall. 

III. 

Anointed with frefli Oil, my Horn 
Is ftrong, like that o' th' Unicorn. 
My Foes fliall fall before my Eyes, 
My Ear lhall hear their dying Crys. 
The Righteous like a Palm are grown, 
Like Cedars fpread on Lehanon; 
Whom God in his own Courts does plant, 
They neither Fruit nor Bloffoms want. 
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Tranflated by Sir J H N DEN HA M. 
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I. 

Lord, thy Excellence is known 
_ Throughout the Earth's Extent 

Thou fit'ft upon thy Glorious Throne, 

Above the Firmament. 
Babes newly born, who draw the Breaft, 

With Strength thy Po'wr proclaim: 
So thou the Rebel haft fuppreft, 
And doth th' Avenger tame. 

II 

When to thy Glorious Works on high, 

I raife my humble Thought: 
The Sun, the Moon, the fpangled Sky, 

All by thy Finger wrought : 
Alas ! what's Man, I then reflecl, 

Or thofe who from him fpring, 
That God lhou'd vifit, or refpecl:, 

Or love fo low a thing 

III. 

Next Angels, is his Glorious State ; 

A Crown adorns his Brow: 
All Things which elfe Thou didft create. 



his 



To his Subjection bow 
Their Wealth for Tribute 

Air, Earth, and Sea prefent. 
O Lord, Thy Excellence is known 

Beyond the World's Extent. 
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Tranflated by Sir JOHN DEN HAM. 
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I. 

p 

Lord, my God, my Songs to Thee 
Shall, like Thy felf, immortal be I 
For ever I'll thy Praife exprefs, 
And every Day thy Name will blefs. 
Great is the Lord, his Praife no Bounds 
Confine, no Line his Greatnefs founds. 
That Generation which fucceeds, 
Shall learn from this thy Mighty Deeds. 

II. 

The Honour of thy Ma jefly 
rilling, how wonderful! how high! 
The meafures of thy Grace who know ? 
Thy Mercy's fwift, thy Anger flow. 
O'er all, G o d's Guardian Mercy ftands, 
His Bounty falls from equal Hands. 
His wondrous Power his Works proclaim, 
For which the Saints lhall blefs his Name. 

III. 

God's Majefty, his Power, the State 
Of his Dominion, Saints relate ; 
So large, fo lafting, fo renown'd, 
As neither Place nor Time lhall bound. 
Thy Hand fupports the drooping Head; 
Has rais'd the Low, the Hungry fed. 
The whole Creation, Men and Beafts, 
Attending Thee, thy Bounty feafts. 

IV. 

Juftice and Truth thy Ways fecure ; 
And, like Thy felf, thy Works are pure. 
To them that pray the L o r d is near, 
To all who pray and are fincere 
Their Suits he grants, their Wants fupplys 
And faves them when he hears their Crys. 
All this the righteous Man enjoys, 
But the Ungodly God deftroys. 
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Tranflated by Sir JOHN DEN HAM. 

I. 

HAT Man is bleft that fears the Lord, 
And with Delight obeys his Word. 



His Seed on Earth fliall be increas'd, 
In Might, his Generation bleft. 

His Houfe with Riches fhall abound, 
With Righteoufnefs for ever crown'd, 
Thro' Darknefs he fhall fee the Light, 
Becaufe his Ways are juft and right. 

II. 

He with Compaflion gives and lends, 
Difcretion all his Works attends, 
His Houfe and Race fhall ever laft, 
So fixt they ne'er fhall be difplac'd. 
No evil Tidings make him ftart, 
For He onGoD has fixt his Heart : 
Nor fhall he from his Foes retire, 
But have on them his own Defire. 



III. 

Difperfing to the Poor he gives, 
His Righteoufnefs for ever lives; 
Difperfing to the Poor he gives, 
His Righteoufnefs for ever lives; 
Honour his Horn fhall highly raife. 
On Him with Grief the Wicked ga£e : 
Gnafhing their Teeth they fliall expire, 
And perifh in their own Defire. 
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Paraphras'd by Mr. ADDISON. 

I. 

TH E fpacious Firmament on high, 
With all the blue Etherial Sky, 
And fpangled Heav'ns, a mining Frame. 
This great Original proclaim. 
Th'unwearied Sun, from Day to Day, 
Does his Creator's Po w'r difplay, 
And publiflies to every Land 
The Work of an Almighty Hand. 

II. 

Soon as the Evening Shades prevail, 
The Moon takes up the wondrous Tale, 
And nightly to the liftning Earth 
Repeats the Story of her Birth : 
Whiift all the Stars that round her burn, 
And all the Planets, in their turn, 
Confirm the Tidings as they row!, 
And fpread the Truth from Pole to Pole. 

III. 

What though, in folemn Silence, all 
Move round the dark terreftrial Ball ? 
What tho' nor real Voice nor Sound 
Amid their radiant Orbs be found ? 
In Reafon's Ear they all rejoice, 
And utter forth a glorious Voice, 
For ever finging as they Ihine, 
" The Hand that made us is Divine. 
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Tranflated by Sir JOHN DEN HA M. 
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i ■ 

Y Soul, thy great Creator praife, To Birds, tall Cedars Shelter yield, 



When 
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And like a Robe his Glory wears. 
The Skies are for his Curtains fpread, 
Th'unfathom'd Deep he makes his Be< 
The Clouds are his triumphant Char, 



W 



II. 



The Angels whom his Breath infpires, 
His Minifters, are flaming Fires. 
The Earth's Foundations by his Hand 
Are pois'd, and fhall for ever ftand: 
Cloth 5 d and inverted with the Flood, 



Where their high Marriage-Beds they build ; 
The Stork on Firs $ on Mountains dwells 
The Goat, there Conies make their Cells. 
He fets the Sun his double Race, 
And gives the Moon her changing Face : 
And when thick Darknefs veils the Day, 
Wild Beafts the Foreft range for Prey. 

III. 

Lions their Young then lead abroad, 
And roaring afk their Meat from God; 
But when the Morning Sun does rife, 
The Savage Beaft to Cover flies. 
Then Man to his Day-Labour goes, 



Which once above the Mountains flood 5 And in the Evening takes Repoie. 



But frighted by his Thunder fled, 
Confined to its appointed Bed. 

III. 

And now thofe proud impetuous Waves, 

Ev'n from themfelves receive their Graves : 
Nor uncontroui'd can pafs their Bound, 
But in their Channels walk their Round. 
Yet them fome fecret Veins convey 



How ftrange thy Works ! how great thy Skill 
Both which the Earth with Riches fill. 

Part III. 

I. 

All thefe with Expectation ftand, 
Attending °thy moft liberal Hand : 
From which they all receive fiich Food, 
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To Hills, from whence thro'Vales they ftray. As both to Thee and Them feems good 
From pleafant Trees, which fhade the Brink, But when thy Face is hid, they mourn; 



The wing'd Muficians light to drink. 

Part II. 

I. 

God from his cloudy Ciftern pours 



And dying, to their Dud return. 
Thy Spirit the difpeopled Earth 
Fills with a new created Birth. 

II. 

God's Glory (hall for ever laft, 



On the parch'd Earth enriching Show'rs. With his own Joy his Works are grae'd. 



His Dew defcending oh the Hills, 
Both Man 
To cheat* 



The Earth ftands trembling at thy Stroke, 
And at thy Touch the Mountains fmokc. 
Thy Praifes fhall my Breath employ, 
Till it expire in cndlefs Joy. 
To make us ftrong, he gives us Bread; My Meditations will prove fwect, 

The Trees with pregnant Juice arc fed. If they thy kind Acceptance meet* 
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